Families In Transition

Program Update

TEMPORARY INFORMATION October 2009

In order to improve services to struggling families with children throughout the community, Families In Transition is instituting new policies regarding how families are assisted.  

Please note that the following policies are temporary and may be updated without notice. 

Families will be screened and evaluated on a space available basis for the appropriate housing strategy. 

Please DO NOT send referral forms to the FIT office. We are no longer using the waiting list/referral process. 

Families who are involved with the Human Services Department and/or are currently residing in a Shelter may be eligible for transitional housing or temporary housing assistance and case management from one of the following programs:

· Families who are in a CalWorks Training Program or Subsidized Employment should be referred to the Housing Scholarship / SET Program on a space available basis. Please ask the assigned ETS for help.

· Families who are in recovery from Substance Abuse, are willing, able and suitable for specific Shared Housing Situations and are Homeless by HUD criteria may be eligible for the Shared Clean and Sober Transitional Housing Program. The Clean and Sober Program Manager will contact Family and Children’s Services, Families Together and/or Shelters for appropriate families as openings arise.

· Families who are homeless (by HUD Criteria), need comprehensive Case Management in order to address barriers, and who are in a Shelter and involved with CalWorks should contact the CalWorks Social Work Department for screening and assignment on a space available basis, assignment will be made by the CalWorks Social Work Supervisor. 

· Families who are working with the Families Together Program should ask for assistance from the Housing Specialist, if needed, on a space available basis.

· All other Families who do not fit the above criteria may be eligible for support through Homeless Prevention /Homeless Assistance Programs operated by FIT and collaborating partners – Siena House, Catholic Charities, Salvation Army Watsonville, Pajaro Valley Shelter Services and New Life Community Services.  This is a new program and exact criteria and process are still being determined. Information on this program will be available on our website www.fitsantacruz.org and by leaving a message at 458-7124. This information is subject to change frequently as the program develops.

Unfortunately we do not have the ability to work with every family in Santa Cruz County who is struggling to find or maintain stable housing. Our hope is that by instituting direct assignment to specific programs on a space available basis – we will be able to more quickly and efficiently address the housing, economic and social service needs of families who we are able to help. 

Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions. 

fitsantacruz@yahoo.com  - general information

desiree@fitsantacruz.org - concerns or feedback 

